TEWKESBURY

Whether one sees Tewkesbury Abbey from the south side,
across the fields and the apple orchards whose trees grow
right up to its walls, or from the Abbey mill with the half-
timbered houses in the foreground, the view is equally attrac-
tive. The Chronicle of Tewkesbury states that two Saxon
lords with the rather improbable names of Oddo and Dodo
were the founders of this Abbey. But though a Saxon
monastery certainly existed on the site, it is with Robert
Fitzhamon, Prince of Glamorgan, that the history of the Nor-
man Abbey, which we now see, begins. It seems that Fitz-
hamon, who had been granted his lands by William Rufus, was
influenced to build a new church and monastery by his wife, a
daughter of that great church-builder, Roger, Earl of Shrews-
bury. The splendid Norman tower, the nave with its massive
pillars and the two transepts remain of the church which was
consecrated in 1123.

Succeeding Lords of Tewkesbury and their wives greatly
added to its beauty, in particular the families of De Clare and
Despencer, whose tombs and chantry chapels are among the
chief glories of the Abbey. Many of these lords met violent
deaths; the body of Gilbert de Clare, slain at Bannockburn,
was conveyed to Tewkesbury for burial through the chivalry
of Robert Bruce; Hugh le Despencer, favourite of Edward II,
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